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Guide to Understanding an Applicant’s 

DD-214 for VVA Membership Eligibility 

Why is a DD-214 important? 
The Report of Separation contains information normally needed to verify military service 

for benefits, retirement, employment, and membership in veterans’ organizations. 

Information shown on the Report of Separation may include the service member’s: 

 Date and place of entry into active duty 

 Home address at time of entry 

 Date and place of release from active duty 

 Last duty assignment and rank 

 Military job specialty 

 Military education 

 Decorations, medals, badges, citations, and campaign awards 

 Total creditable service 

 Total prior active service 

 Total prior inactive service 

 Foreign service credited 

 Separation information (type of separation, character of service, authority and 

reason for separation, separation and reenlistment eligibility codes) 

 

Who is eligible for VVA membership? 
The veteran must have served on active duty for more than 180 days (i.e., for other than 

training purposes) in a branch of the U.S. armed forces. The term “training purposes” 

means active duty for training (“ACDUTRA”) in a Reserve or Guard component, or 

initial training (e.g., boot camp) in an active component. Evidence of greater than 180 

days of active service (as shown on the “Total Active Service” or “Net Active Service 

This Period” line of the DD Form 214 generally qualifies the applicant for membership. 

Applicants with less than 180 days of active service, who were separated due to a service-

connected disability, are eligible for membership. The VVA National Board passed 

Motion 25 at the April 2003 meeting. 

 

The veteran must have served in the Republic of Vietnam (“in-country” service) between 

February 28, 1961 and May 7, 1975. Service in the Republic of Vietnam (“in-country 

service) is indicated by award of the. 

 

Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (AFEM) - Vietnam: July 1, 1958 to July 3, 1965 

or Vietnam: April 29, 1975 to April 30, 1975 or 

Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal (VCM) – March 1, 1961 to March 28, 1973 or 

Vietnam Service Medal (VSM) – July 4, 1965 to March 28, 1973 

 

The veteran must have served in any duty location between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 

1975. 
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If the entry date of service is on or before May 7, 1975 and the period of service is 

continuous (greater than 180 days of active service) from the date of entry. The veteran 

is eligible for membership the majority of the time and there could be exceptions. 

 

What is the key information you are seeking when reviewing an applicant’s DD-

214? 
Below is one version of a DD-214 as an example and there are different areas numbered 

in “bold red” which may provide key information to prove whether the veteran is 

eligible for membership.  
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Numbered items on DD-214 
 

1. Name: make sure the name matches the name on the membership application and in 

the case of a name change, further official documents will need to be provided by the 

veteran to substantiate the difference. 

 

2. Social Security Number: if the veteran becomes a member, the file copy of the 

document should have the SSN blackened out and this is to protect the individual’s 

privacy. 

 

3. Armed Forces Components: 

Army – (Active) USA; (Reserve) AUS or USAR; and (National Guard) ARNG or 

ARNGUS 

Air Force – (Active) USAF; (Reserve) USAFR; and (National Guard) ANG or ANGUS 

Navy – (Active) USN; and (Reserve) USNR 

Marine Corps – (Active) USMC; and (Reserve) USMCR 

Coast Guard – (Active) USCG; and (Reserve) USCGR 

 

4. Grade, Rate or Rank: pay grade at the time of discharge. 

 

5. Date of Birth: veteran should be 50 years old or older. 

 

6. Effective Date: date of discharge. 

 

7. Terminal Date of Reserve Obligation: date of completion of Reserve time. 

 

8. Date of Entry: date veteran entered military service. 

 

9. Prior Regular Enlistments: any prior military service. 

 

10. Statement of Service: this is a breakdown of the veteran’s military service as to this 

document, military retirees can have multiple DD-214s and this is a key item of interest 

to determine membership eligibility. Unfortunately, the majority of DD-214s do not list 

the prior service dates and that information is located in the veteran’s 201 file. The actual 

date(s) of prior active or inactive (Reserve or Guard) military service can be a problem in 

certain cases when determining whether the veteran’s military service falls within the 

VVA membership eligibility dates. Assumptions of eligibility based on total prior 

military service (years, months & days) can be misleading even if the timeframe seems to 

fit and further proof is necessary to be sure of the veteran’s eligibility. 

 

11.  Decorations, Medals, Badges, Citations, and Campaign Awards: The Armed 

Forces Expeditionary Medal or the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal and the 

Vietnam Service Medal are key items of interest to determine membership eligibility. 

 

12. Education and Training Completed: in most cases you can’t determine that the 

veteran served on active duty for more than 180 days (i.e., for other than training 



 

 

4 

 

 

purposes) in a branch of the U.S. armed forces from this section and further proof is 

necessary to resolve any membership eligibility question. 

 

13. Remarks: should not be used to determine membership eligibility. 

 

14. Typed Name, Grade and Title of Authorizing Officer: document should be signed. 

 

What information or lack thereof should be considered as a “red flag” that there 

may be a problem with the proof of membership eligibility submitted by the 

veteran? 

1. My records were destroyed in the fire. On July 12, 1973, a disastrous fire at 

the NPRC destroyed approximately 16-18 million Official Military Personnel 

Files. The affected record collection included: U.S. Army personnel discharged 

November 1, 1912, to January 1, 1960. Estimated loss 80%; U.S. Air Force 

personnel discharged September 25, 1947, to January 1, 1964, with names 

alphabetically after Hubbard, James E. Estimated loss 75%; Some U.S. Army 

Reserve personnel who received final discharge as late as 1964; A very small 

number of U.S. Navy, United States Coast Guard, and U.S. Marine Corps 

records which were out of file and were caught in the section of the building 

which experienced the most damage in the fire. No duplicate copies of the 

records that were destroyed in the fire were maintained, nor was a microfilm 

copy ever produced. There were no indexes created prior to the fire.  In 

addition, millions of documents had been lent to the Department of Veterans 

Affairs before the fire occurred.  Therefore, a complete listing of the records 

that were lost is not available.  Nevertheless, there are many alternate sources 

that a qualified researcher can access in an effort to reconstruct basic service 

information. They, then, can have the Records Center issue a replacement 

known as a “Certificate of Service.”  A Certificate of Service usually takes a 

couple of weeks to be processed by the NPRC when there is no DD214 in your 

file, and when supporting documents can be found. Many NPRC 

reconstructions can take longer, possibly months. 

 

2. Veteran has limited or vague proof of military service and the veteran 

states to have submitted for or will provide a copy of their DD-214 ASAP. 
This is a frequent problem at the Chapter level. In these cases a favorable 

relationship has been established with the veteran and regardless of branch of 

service, rank or retiree status claimed by the veteran, the veteran’s membership 

should not be submitted for processing without proper proof of eligibility. Other 

documentation (such as a discharge certificate, orders or awards) may be 

accepted if a DD-214 is not available. The DD-214 is kept in the chapter files 

for individual members (IND). For life members (LMT or LMP), incarcerated 

members (IVI), and permanently hospitalized (PHV) members, a copy of the 

DD-214 must be submitted to the national office. 

   

3. Veteran refuses to sign an SF 180 to verify document submitted for proof of 

VVA membership eligibility. VVA National BOD June 1990 Motion #23: To 
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authorize the Chapters when there is a question on the authenticity of 

documents presented by an individual that they have the authority to demand 

the signing of a SF-180 (request for military records) and without that signature 

the person will not be considered for full membership. 

 

4. When any document submitted for proof of VVA membership eligibility 

appears to be altered in any manner or the document is unreadable the 

membership should not be submitted for processing. If there are questions as 

to the validity of a document, then the document should not be submitted for 

membership processing and you should make the veteran aware of the problem. 

 

5. VVA National, a State Council or a Chapter can require that an SF-180 

Form be signed by an individual already a member of VVA.  Yes, the 

process can be initiated by following the procedure in the VVA Code of 

Disciplinary Policy & Procedures, Section IX – Procedures for Fraudulent or 

Altered Proof of Service, paragraph A: In order to preserve the integrity of 

Vietnam Veterans of America, and its membership, this mechanism will be used 

to address fraudulent or altered DD Form 214/215’s, or other proofs of service, 

used to obtain membership in VVA, or used after membership has been 

obtained, that causes discredit to VVA. 

 

If there is any question about the DD-214 or other documentation submitted as 

proof of eligibility who should we contact? 
You can contact the VVA Membership Department or the VVA Membership Affairs 

Committee with your questions or concerns and they will be resolved in a timely manner.  

 

 

 

 


